Travellers in India

agar, Malabar, the kingdom of " Hotisa,5' with
their respective towns, are described with fair
minuteness; outside the Peninsula Pegu, the
islands of the Archipelago, and the East African
coast, are equally well done. If the above
theory was right, as on the face of it seems
quite possible, and the reputed narrative of
Duarte Barbosa is only an eclectic compilation,
and not a personal record, it robs the author,
whoever he may have been, of much of his
credit as a traveller, though it in no way
detracts from the usefulness of his information.
During the first half century of the Portu-
guese empire in India, their trade with Vi-
jayanagar was of considerable importance to
them. In consequence we hear of a number of
Portuguese going there in one capacity or
another. Perhaps the best known of them is
Fray Luis, who was sent there by Dalboquer-
que in 1509, in order to conclude an agreement
between the Portuguese and the King of
Vijayanagar, but was somewhat mysteriously
murdered.* Two men who went there as
traders have left us valuable accounts of their
observations. One was Domingos Paes, who
wrote his account about the year 1520; the
other was Fernao Nuniz, who went there proba-
bly some ten or fifteen years later. These two

* Commentaries  of Afonso fialboquerque (Hakluyt  Society Edition,
, ii, p. 715 iiij p. 35-38). Fray Luis travelled from Cochin via Bhatkal to
Vljayanagar. We are told that a Turk killed him by the orders of the King
ofBIjapur.
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